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Environment

Human health and prosperity is de-
pendent on the health of the natural
environment. We need clean water to
drink, nourishing food to eat and nat-
ural resources to manufacture goods
such as medical equipment. The global
and local economy is equally impacted
by environmental forces. As the trend
of long-term global warming contin-
ues - 2013 was tied with 2007 as the
sixth warmest on record - we will see
an increase in extreme weather events
such as heat waves, extreme precipi-
tation and coastal flooding. There is
good news! We can reduce the overall
risks and impacts by taking action to
limit the rate and magnitude of climate
change; hence, the focus being given
to developing a‘green economy”

In 2008 “green jobs"accounted for 7.2%
of total employment in BC. Key ele-
ments of BC's green economy include
renewable energy, green buildings,
clean transportation, water manage-
ment, waste and pollution control, and
land and resource management.

Key Facts

Provincial legislation requires

local governments to include

GHG emissions reduction targets,
policies and actions in their official
community plans (OCP). In 2010
Esquimalt’s OCP was amended to
include a target to reduce commu-
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Definitions

Environment means air, land, water
and all other external conditions
or influences under which hu-
mans, animals and plants live or
are developed.

Green economy is any economic
activity that grows our econo-
my and creates jobs, while also
preserving or enhancing our
environment.

nity GHG emissions by at least 38%
by 2020, and 83% by 2050 com-
pared to 2007 levels.

Esquimalt’'s community GHG
emissions decreased by 3.6% in
2010 compared to 2007 levels. The
emissions from transportation,
buildings and solid waste for all
residential and commercial users

produced 74,043 tCO e.

The mode share of Esquimalt res-
idents commuting to work is 63%
by motor vehicle, 16% by public
transit, 14% by walking, 5% by bicy-
cle, and 2% by other means.

Esquimalt is a walkable communi-
ty with 33% of all trips within the
Township being taken on foot.

Township in Focus

In 2008 the Township of Esquimalt
signed on to BC Climate Action "Char-
ter/The Township reports annually on
its plan and progress towards meeting
its Charter commitments to becoming
carbon neutral in its operations and

to create a complete, compact, and
energy-efficient community.

As a signatory to the Charter, the Town-
ship receives a grant equal to 100%

of the carbon taxes paid. In 2013, the
Township received a Carbon Tax Grant
of $28,200 which is deposited to the
Sustainability Reserve Fund to help
fund future projects reducing GHG
emissions. The fund was used to match
a grant to install an electric vehicle
charging station at the Municipal Hall
and Library parking lot.

In 2013, the Township produced 1,038
tonnes of GHG emissions from its mu-
nicipal operations with 75% of emis-
sions coming from buildings and the
remaining 25% from fleet vehicles and
equipment.

Over the last four years the Township
has invested in energy efficiency up-
grades of its municipal buildings. As a
result, the Township realized a savings
in natural gas consumption of 27%

in 2013 compared to 2012 levels. The
savings reduced GHG emissions by 255
tCO_e and the Township's spending on

utilities by $100,000.
..more

This is one in a series of eight backgrounder documents
available for public review as part of Esquimalt’s Economic

Development Strategy. To provide your input, please visit our
website to review information and take our online survey.
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Round Table Recommendations

The Esquimalt Economic Round Table on the Environment identified the follow-
ing as priority areas for action.

1. Develop energy efficient buildings
- Streamline approval processes for green building renovations

- Review and update Green Building Checklist

- Encourage partnerships to investigate economies of scale on green building
supplies

- Have Esquimalt Village Project (EVP) set an example of green building practic-
es

2. Encourage clean transportation
« Identify impediments to movement of pedestrians and bicycle riders

- Develop walking tour of Esquimalt with interpretive signage on natural assets
- Develop a long-term plan for improving bicycling networks
- Introduce bike sharing program - connect with Harbour Ferry Stops
= Buildings « Work with Harbour Ferries on improving service levels and affordability
- Develop waterway transportation plan including boat launches and storage

mTransportation faCI | |t|eS

3. Improve waste resource management
- Develop a Green Event Guide

= Solid Waste

« Create a"RE-USE IT" centre, including building materials

Esquimalt GHG Emissions Sources (2010) . . . . .
« Host workshops for residents on greening practices and incentives

4. Promote a green local econom
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