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Official Community Plan 
Development Permit Guidelines for DADUs 

Section A 
Application No. Project Address Applicant Name 

DP   

 

Section B 

No. Guideline- Comments  
1 The entrance to the Detached Accessory Dwelling 

Unit shall be oriented to and visible from the street, 
well-lit and provide protection from the elements by 
either a projecting roof or by recessing the front 
door. 

 

2 On corner lots and laneways, the primary entry to 
the Detached Accessory Dwelling Unit should be 
oriented to the side street or laneway, rather than 
the front lot line. If this orientation is not possible, 
the entryway should face the interior of the lot rather 
than the exterior. 

 

3 A minimum 1.2 m wide, unobstructed pathway shall 
be provided to the front door of the Detached 
Accessory Dwelling Unit from the street; for 
certainty, this cannot also be a driveway. 

 

4 The Detached Accessory Dwelling Unit shall be 
provided with a garbage / recycling collection bin 
storage area onsite, screened from the view of 
pedestrians on the street. 

 

5 The Detached Accessory Dwelling Unit shall be 
provided with a bicycle storage area, onsite, 
screened from the view of pedestrians on the street. 

 

6 Windows oriented towards adjacent properties are 
discouraged, unless it can be demonstrated that 
overlook is mitigated by a design or natural feature. 

 

7 Roof decks and balconies on the roof are not 
permitted. 
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8 Siting should respect mature trees both on-site and 
on adjacent properties by locating the Detached 
Accessory Dwelling Unit to minimize the impact on a 
tree’s root system. A certified arborist report may be 
required as part of the application. 

 

9 On sloping sites, the scale, mass, and location of 
the Detached Accessory Dwelling Unit should adapt 
to the topography and natural features. The view 
from adjacent properties should be considered in the 
design of the Detached Accessory Dwelling Unit. 

 

10 Hydro utility meters and mechanical systems should 
not be placed on the front façade of a building and, if 
placed in a manner which is visible from the street, 
will be appropriately screened by the owner in a 
manner consistent with BC Hydro requirements. 

 

11 Exterior side yards on corner lots should be 
designed and treated as the main entrance to the 
Detached Accessory Dwelling Unit. Screening and 
landscaping between the street and outdoor space 
should be used to define the transition from public to 
private space. 

 

12 Designs which incorporate as many of the green 
building features outlined on the Green Building 
Checklist as possible are encouraged. 

 

13 Where dormers are used to provide interior room 
height, the exterior face of the dormer should be set 
back a minimum of 0.6 m from the exterior wall 
edge, and 1.2 metres from projecting roof eaves. 
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