





CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ESQUIMALT

Municipal Hall, 1229 Esquimalt Road, Esquimalt, B.C. V9A 3P1
Telephone (250) 414-7100 Fax (250) 414-7111

DATE: February 23, 2009 REPORT NO. EPW 09-012
TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: Gilbert Coté, Director of Engineering & Public Works

SUBJECT: Miscellaneous Traffic and Parking Issues

RECOMMENDATION:
That Council approves the following Traffic Orders:

o Traffic Order No. 1162 to prohibit parking on the south side of Craigflower Road
between Garthland Road and Admirals Road

e Traffic Order No. 1163 to permit Residential Parking Only on sections of Esquimalt
Road, Sturdee Street and on Craddock Street.

o Traffic Order No. 1164 to permit the installation of Stop signs at the intersection of
Heald Avenue and Swinford Street and Heald Avenue and Kinver Street

1. Craigflower Road — Garthland to Admirals Road

On February 10, 2009, the Mayor and the Director of Engineering and Public Works met with
the Chief and Council of the Songhees First Nation to discuss the various road projects in the
municipality. [n order to improve the safety of pedestrians, the Songhees have requested that
all parking be banned on the south side of Craigflower Road between Garthland and Admirals
Roads for a distance of 1 km. There is no sidewalk on the south side of Craigflower Road and
pedestrians have to walk on the shoulder of the road. The presence of parked cars creates a
safety hazard for both pedestrians and cyclists. When this section of Craigflower Road is
upgraded in 2010, there will be no provision for parking on both sides of the road and the
adoption of a Traffic Order will be necessary. However because of safety concerns, the
Songhees would like the No Parking zone instituted earlier.

There are already several No Parking signs along most of this section of road. However, a
review of the files has indicated there are no municipally approved Traffic Orders regulating
parking on Craigflower Road west of Garthland Road. It is recommended to adopt a Traffic
Order to implement a No Parking zone along the south side of Craigflower Road between
Garthland and Admirals Road.
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2. Residential Parking Only Near CFB Esquimalt

As a result of construction activities at CFB Esquimalt some parking areas are temporarily
closed while some other parking areas will be eliminated. This has resulted in an increase in
parking complaints from residents in the area near the base. Residential Parking Only zones
already exist on Grafton Street, Foster Street and Lyall Street east of Foster Street. Complaints
of parked cars from DND workers have been received from residents on Craddock Street and
on the service road for 1370-1388 Esquimalt Road. In addition, a petition has been received
from the residents on the west side of Sturdee Street between Esquimalt Road and Lyall Street.
For these three areas it is recommended to adopt Traffic Orders fo implement Residential
Parking Only.

There is a concern that the parking problem will shift to other streets in the area. To deal with
this matter, it is proposed to consult the residents on the balance of Sturdee Street, Nelson
Street, Lyall Street between Admirals Road and Sturdee Street and Constance Avenue. south
of Esquimalt Road on the possibility of extending the Residential Parking Only zone to these
streets. Due to the large number of residents affected and because other areas may want to
be included as well, it is proposed to run several ads in local newspapers and the municipal
website inviting residents to provide their comments on the proposed Residential Parking Only
zone. Following public consultation, a report will be presented to Council.

3. Heald Avenue

There are two “tee” intersections on Heald Avenue which don’t have Stop signs: (1) Heald
Avenue at Kinver Street and (2) Heald Avenue at Swinford Street. Stop or Yield signs are
usually provided at all intersections. It is recommended to adopt a Traffic Order to provide a
stop sign on Kinver Street at Heald Avenue and a stop sign on Swinford Street at Heald
Avenue.

Submitted by:

ol a8,

Gilbert Coté, P.Eng.
Director of Engineering & Public Works



CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ESQUIMALT

STREETS AND TRAFFIC REGULATION BY-LAW, 2005

ORDER NO. 1162

WHEREAS |, GILBERT COTE, Director of Engineering and Public Works of the Corporation of
the Township of Esquimalt, am empowered under the terms and provisions of the Streefs and
Traffic Regulation By-law, 2005, to make orders in respect of certain matters and things therein
mentioned.

NOW THEREFORE in the exercise of the powers given in the said By-law, | DO HEREBY
ORDER THAT:

That signs or curb markings shall be placed to indicate that parking is prohibited at all
times on the south side of Craigflower Road between Admirals Road and Garthland
Road.

This Order to be effective and to come into full force and effect from midnight upon the 2™ day
of March A.D. 2009.

Director of Engineering and Public Works

I, Larry Randle, Corporate Administrator of the Corporation of the Township of Esquimalt, DO
HEREBY CERTIFY:

1. That the foregoing is a true copy of an Order made by Gilbert Coté, Director of
Engineering and Public Works of the Corporation of the Township of Esquimalt, pursuarit
to the terms and provisions of the Streets and Traffic Regulation By-law, 2005, of the
said Corporation and submitted to the Municipal Council of the Corporation of the
Township of Esquimalt on the 2™ day of March A.D. 2009.

2. That on the 2" day of March A.D. 2009, the said Municipal Council did, by resolution,
approve the said Order, the original of which is on file in my custody in the Municipal Hall
of the Corporation of the Township of Esquimailt, pursuant to the terms of the Streefs
and Traffic Regulation By-law, 2005.

Corporate Administrator
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CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ESQUIMALT

STREETS AND TRAFFIC REGULATION BY-LAW, 2005

ORDER NO. 1163

WHEREAS |, GILBERT COTE, Director of Engineering and Public Works of the Corporation of
the Township of Esquimalt, am empowered under the terms and provisions of the Streets and
Traffic Regulation By-law, 2005, to make orders in respect of certain matters and things therein
mentioned.

NOW THEREFORE in the exercise of the powers given in the said By-law, | DO HEREBY
ORDER THAT:

That signs or curb markings shall be placed to indicate that parking is restricted to
Residential Parking Only at the following locations:

o West side of Sturdee Street between Lyall Street and House # 516 Sturdee
Street

e Craddock Street
e Service Road on Esquimalt Road between 1370 and 1388 Esquimalt Road.

This Order to be effective and to come into full force and effect from midnight upon the 2" day
of March A.D. 2009.

Director of Engineering and Public Works

I, Larry Randle, Corporate Administrator of the Corporation of the Township of Esquimalt, DO
HEREBY CERTIFY:

1. That the foregoing is a true copy of an Order made by Gilbert Coté, Director of
Engineering and Public Works of the Corporation of the Township of Esquimalt, pursuant
to the terms and provisions of the Streets and Traffic Regulation By-law, 2005, of the
said Corporation and submitted to the Municipal Council of the Corporation of the
Township of Esquimalt on the 2" day of March A.D. 2009.

2. That on the 2™ day of March A.D. 2009, the said Municipal Council did, by resolution,
approve the said Order, the original of which is on file in my custody in the Municipal Hall
of the Corporation of the Township of Esquimalt, pursuant to the terms of the Streets
and Traffic Regulation By-law, 2005.

Corporate Administrator
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CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ESQUIMALT

STREETS AND TRAFFIC REGULATION BY-LAW, 2005

ORDER NO. 1164

WHEREAS |, GILBERT COTE, Director of Engineering and Public Works of the Corporation of
the Township of Esquimalt, am empowered under the terms and provisions of the Streets and
Traffic Regulation By-law, 2005, to make orders in respect of certain matters and things therein
mentioned.

NOW THEREFORE in the exercise of the powers given in the said By-law, | DO HEREBY
ORDER THAT:

A sign bearing the word “STOP” be placed at the following locations:
o Kinver Street on the southeast corner of its intersection with Heald Avenue
e Swinford Street on the northwest corner of its intersection with Heald Avenue

This Order to be effective and to come into full force and effect from midnight upon the 2™ day
of March A.D. 2009..

Director of Engineering and Public Works

I, Larry Randle, Corporate Administrator of the Corporation of the Township of Esquimalt, DO
HEREBY CERTIFY:

1. That the foregoing is a true copy of an Order made by Gilbert Coté, Director of
Engineering and Public Works of the Corporation of the Township of Esquimalt, pursuant
to the terms and provisions of the Sfreets and Traffic Regulation By-law, 2005, of the said
Corporation and submitted to the Municipal Council of the Corporation of the Township of
Esquimalt on the 2™ day of March A.D. 2009.

2.  That on the 2™ day of March A.D. 2009, the said Municipal Council did, by resolution,
approve the said Order, the original of which is on file in my custody in the Municipal Hall
of the Corporation of the Township of Esquimalt, pursuant to the terms of the Streets and
Traffic Regulation By-law, 2005.

Carporate Administrator
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VICTORIA POLICE DEPARTMENT

Memorandum 4
DATE: February 11", 2009
TO: Tom Day — CAO Township of Esquimalt
FROM: Inspector Les Sylven — OIC West Division

SUBJECT: E-Mail from Surrey resident Gerry Morden regarding SCAN legislation.

Tom,

As per your request dated January 29" 2009, | have collected some background information
for Esquimalt Council concerning the Safer Communities and Neighborhoods Act legislation
that exists in several provinces in Canada.

Background

Safer Communities and Neighbourhoods (SCAN) Acts are currently in force in Alberta,
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Nova Scotia and the Yukon. The Province of Ontario is currently
attempting to pass Bill 106 (Safer Communities and Neighbourhoods Act, 2008) through its
legislative assembly.

These acts are intended to allow for enhanced neighbourhood safety and harmony by
targeting the owners and landlords of consistent problem addresses. Property owners and
businesses are held accountable for activities occurring on their properties. These acts apply
the civil law process to counter the impact on neighbourhoods of entrenched drug, sex trade
and gang operations based out of homes and businesses.

Several Provinces Experiences with SCAN

Manitoba — In 2002 the Province of Manitoba created the first SCAN Act in Canada. Operating
under the authority of Manitoba Justice, the director of Law Enforcement accepts secure
complaints from residents who fear for their safety due to the following activities:

o Unlawful drug use, trafficking, production or cultivation

. Prostitution and related activities

. Unlawful sale of liquor

. Unlawful use or sale of intoxicating substances - non-potable and solvent

based products

VICTORIA POLICE DEPARTMENT ~ Chief Jamie Graham,  (250) 995-7654
850 Caledonia Ave., Victoria, %yfanada V8T 5J8  www.vicpd.ca



VICTORIA POLICE DEPARTMENT

Memorandum

. Sexual abuse or exploitation of a child or related activities
o Possession or storage of unlawful firearms, weapons or explosives

The director relies on the Public Safety Investigations Branch to look into the allegations and if
there is evidence to support the claim, the director has several options:

e issue a warning letter to the property owner
e resolve the problem out of court

e apply for a Community Safety Order, with or without a Closure Order
against the property

e apply for an Emergency Closure Order

If the director decides not to act on the complaint, the person or persons who made the
complaint can take the matter to civil court at their own cost. If at any time during the
investigation evidence of criminal activity is observed, the local police department or
detachment is immediately contacted.

Since inception, the Public Safety Investigations Branch has received 21,056 complaints
resulting in successful action on 816 occasions. The Branch is composed of 7 investigators, 2
analysts and 1 land title specialist. The investigators have full peace officers authority including
the statutory authority to carry firearms.

http://www.gov.mb.caljustice/safe/scna.html

Alberta — The Province of Alberta SCAN legislation was enacted in the fall of 2007 and
became operational in October of 2008. The legislation is very similar to Manitoba's SCAN Act
with some exceptions in the authority granted to its investigators. SCAN offices are located in
Edmonton and Calgary and serve northern and southern Alberta respectively.

Since inception, a total of 188 complaints have been received. As of this date, one closure
order is currently before the civil courts.

http://www.solgps.alberta.ca/safe_communities/enforcement/pages/scan.aspx

VICTORIA POLICE DEPARTMENT — Chief Jamie Graham, (250) 995-7654
850 Caledonia Ave., Victoria, %ganada V8T 6J8  www.vicpd.ca



VICTORIA POLICE DEPARTMENT

Memorandum

Saskatchewan — First enacted in 2004, Saskatchewan began enforcing its SCAN Act in
January 2005. They are closely aligned with the Manitoba model and have had considerable
success with their program.

Investigators have received a total of 2124 complaints. This has resulted in 314 eviction
orders, 52 warning letters and 18 community safety orders.

http://www.cpsp.gov.sk.ca/SCAN

Ontario - As previously mentioned, the province is attempting to pass SCAN legislation. It has
successfully passed its second reading in their legislative assembly.

Bill 106, Safer Communities and Neighbourhoods Act, 2008

Plans for British Columbia

The Solicitor General’'s office advises that they are very aware of SCAN legislation in other
parts of Canada and are conducting research into its viability in this province.

Based on my discussions with SCAN Act experts in the provinces of Alberta, Saskatchewan

and Manitoba, it appears on first glance to be an effective community safety initiative.

Inspector Les Sylven
OIC West Division

VICTORIA POLICE DEPARTMENT — Chief Jamie Graham, (250) 995-7654
850 Caledonia Ave., Victoria, %ganada V8T 5J8  www.vicpd.ca






T
Page 1 of 1 7

Diane Knight

From: Mike Horner

Sent: November 24, 2008 08:44 AM

To: Diane Knight

Subject: FW: Safer Communities and Neighbourhoods Act

Attachments: SCAN DISCUSSION.doc

From: Gerry Morden [mailto:weassociation@gmail.com]
Sent: November 24, 2008 08:09

To: Mike Horner

Subject: Safer Communities and Neighbourhoods Act

To Mayor and Council

Safer Communities and Neighbourhoods Act (SCAN) legislation would give residents the tools to take
back their neighbourhoods by reporting problem residences and businesses. It also holds property
owners accountable for threatening or disturbing activities regularly taking place on their property.
SCAN is designed to improve community safety by targeting and, if necessary, shutting down
residential and commercial buildings and land which are habitually used for illegal activities such as
producing, selling or using illegal drugs, as well as prostitution, solvent abuse or the unlawful sale and
consumption of alcohol.

Our law enforcement agencies are seeing an increase in drug and prostitution-related criminal activity
and our government needs to provide the legislation necessary to ensure residents feel safe within our
neighbourhoods and communities. The Safer Communities and Neighbourhoods Act (SCAN) legislation
sends a strong message, especially to drug dealers and criminals, that we do not support their activities.

The SCAN Act where it has been used shows that shutting down operations does make an impact. If the
people engaged in the illegal activity move to another property, or even another community, they can be
tracked and evicted again. Through this process, illegal operations are disrupted to the point they can no
longer continue. This type of enforcement is not possible under any existing British Columbia law.

We need this legislation now, please let the B.C. Government know that you support this initiative.

Gerry Morden

Chairperson

Whalley Enhancement Association
13788-105a Ave

Surrey, BC

V3T 2B4

604-318-3196
weassociation@gmail.com

2008-11-25 70







Maurine Karagianis, MLA
(Esquimalt-Metchosin)

Community Office
A5-100 Aldersmith Place,
Victoria, BC V9A 7M8
Phone: (250) 479 8326
Email: maurine.karagianis.mla@leg.bc.ca Province of
British Columbia
Legislative Assembly

1

Maﬁrine Karagianis, M.L.A.
(Esquimalt-Metchosin)

EFebruary 3, 2009

Victoria Regional Transit Commission,
BC Transit

520 Gorge Road East

Victoria, BC V8W 2P3

Dear Commissioners:

[ am writing to urge you to extend the proposed Bay Street Bus Route to include stops in
Esquimalt. I understand that you are looking at two options for the route to and from Royal
Jubilee Hospital.

Option one would run buses from Catherine Street along Esquimalt Road to the Dockyard
Terminus — and that’s the option my community supports. Option two would turn the bus
around in Vic West, and completely miss out on the ridership from Esquimalt . It would
leave those citizens without the service they deserve.

Esquimalt residents are among the most dedicated and frequent bus users on the South

Island, as ridership on the downtown-bound routes 6 and 14 illustrates. My constituents
want better bus service, and they’re ready to use it.

Kind regards,

e

Maurine Karagianis, MLA
Esquimalt-Metchosin

cc Esquimalt Mayor Barb Desjardins and Council
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Deborah Liske

From: Karagianis.MLA, Maurine [Maurine.Karagianis. MLA@leg.bc.ca]

Sent: February 3, 2009 4:03 PM
To: linda_moss@bctransit.com
Cc: Council

Subject: Bay Street Bus Route

Attachments: Bay Street Bus Route Feb 03.09.pdf

Please see attached letter from MLA Maurine Karagianis.
Regards from the office of,

Maurine Karagianis, MLA
Esquimalt-Metchosin Community Office,
A5-100 Aldersmith Place,

View Royal, BC

V9A 7M8

Phone: (250) 479 8326
maurine.karagianis.mla@leg.bc.ca
www.maurinekaragianis.ca

2009-02-03 7 2



T CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

1153 Esquimalt Rd., Box 36019, Esquimalt, B.C., VOA 7J5
(Telephone: 1-250-704-2525 - Fax: 1-250-380-6932)
(www.esquimaltchamber.com)

(email: info@esquimaltchamber.com)

February 20, 2009

Mr. Manuel Achadinha
President and CEO BC Transit

BC Transit Administrative Office FEB 2 4 2009
520 Gorge Road East
Victoria, British Columbia V8W 2P3 CGPPORAT'ON OF THE

OWNSHIP OF E= QUIMALT

Dear Sir,

RE: Proposed Options to the Bay Street Crosstown Route

The Esquimalt Chamber of Commerce has reviewed the proposed optlons to the Bay Street
Crosstown Route as described on your web site and at the February 16" open house. The
Chamber strongly supports Option 1 which extends the transit service to CFB Esquimalt.

This increased service is important to businesses in Esquimalt and the community as a whole. In
our opinion stopping the service in Vic West, as set out in Option 2, does not address the
significant growth taking place at CFB Esquimalt and the Victoria Shipyard; two of the regions
largest employers.

Option 1, extending as far down Lyall Street into the Base as possible, would provide a
significant alternative to private automobile use for many employees and residents and alleviate
many associated problems.

ly,
) i

Dmo P Fiorin
President

Copies to-  Victoria Regional Transit Commission
Mr. Ron Drolet, BC Transit
Mr. D. Ramsay, BC Transit
Mayor Barbara Desjardins, Esquimalt Council
Cdr. (N) Tim Howard, CFB Esquimalt
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1153 Esquimalt Rd., Box 36019, Esquimalt, B.C., V9A 7J5
(Telephone: 1-250-704-2525 - Fax: 1-250-380-6932)
(www.esquimaltchamber.com)
(email: info@esquimaltchamber.com)

February 20, 2009

Honourable Kevin Falcon

Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure
PO Box 9055

Stn Prov Govt

Victoria, British Columbia

V8W 9E2

Dear Minister Falcon,

The Esquimalt Chamber of Commerce strongly supports Esquimalt Council’s interest in having a
seat on the VRTC at the earliest possible opportunity, as expressed by Council in a resolution at
its Special Meeting of January 12, 2009,

Transit service is integral to the ongoing success and growth of business in Esquimalt and to our
community as a whole. This is especially timely given the continued growth of Victoria
Shipyards and its associated businesses as well as new developments at CFB Esquimalt; two of
the largest employers in the region. We are also very interested in our community having a seat
at the table for the discussion about rapid transit alternatives.

Esquimalt is a progressive and vital community and we appreciate your consideration of this
matter. Our community and businesses continue to grow and would be well served by having a
strong voice at the Transit Commission table.

" Dino P. Fiorin
President

Copies to -  Jim Hester, Director of Transit, Ministry of Transportation
Mayor Barbara Desjardins, Esquimalt Council
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Mayor Barbara Desjardins
District of Esquimalt

1229 Esquimalt Road
Esquimalt BC V9A 3P1

Dear Mayor Desjardins,

Thank you for your letter of support for improvements to the Victoria Regional
Transit System and in particular advising of your Councils clear preference that
the proposed Bay Street — Jubilee Health Centre route include the link to
Dockyard.

I am advised by BC Transit staff that the initial public meeting of the newly re-
formed Regional Transit Commission is expected within the next months. As one
of the first items of business the Commission will be considering the overall level
of services and associated budget and regional funding requirements for the
coming year. This will be followed at a meeting this spring by the presentation of
detailed service plans and Commission approvals of the changes for this summer
and fall.

Your correspondence and this reply will be received by the Commission and | will
speak to your Council and community support at that time.

Mayor Chris

Victoria Rew ‘ ommission

Cc. Manuel Achadinha, President & CEO BC Transit
Steve New, VP & COO
Ron Drolet, VP, Planning & Business Development

520 Gorge Road East P.O. Box 610 Victoria BC V8w 2P7 5Phone. 250.385.2551 Fax. 250.995.5639 www.bctransit.com
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nspectors (BC) CORPORATION OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF ESQUIMALT

BRITISH COLUMBIA

February 6™, 2009

Mayor Barbara Desjardins and Members of Council \/&-
Township of Esquimalt
1229 Esquimalt Road

Victoria, BC V9A 3P1

Dear Mayor Desjardins and Members of Council:

On behalf of the Canadian Association of Home and Property Inspectors of
British Columbia — CAHPI(BC) — I want to thank you for your
municipality’s efforts support high standards for those wishing to call
themselves home and property inspectors in British Columbia.

I have attached our opinion piece that ran in The Vancouver Sun on
February 5" which points out that it was only after more than 50 mayors
and councils from across BC wrote the Premier asking for the highest home
inspection standards that the BC government began to pay attention. The
result was government action on January 30" to implement licensing of
home inspectors in BC.

Information on this initiative can be found as follows:

+  Onthe BC Government website at www.gov.bc.calpssg/index.html under
the news release title “Licensing will strengthen quality of home
inspections”; and,

« on the Business Practices and Consumer Protection Authority (BPCPA)
website at www.bpcpa.ca under the “Home Inspectors” link.

In addition, as a result of municipal requests to see it again, I have also
attached our revised document how to spot the warning signs that a house may
have been used as marijuana grow operation. This one-pager was originally
provided to your municipality after BC communities voiced concern about
residential grow-ops in their neighbourhoods. Ihope it will be of interest
to you, and permission is given for its use on websites or in any way that
will be of benefit to your community.

#5 - 3304 Appaloosa Road

Kelowna, British Columbia

Canada V1V 2W5

Tel: 1-800-610-5665

Outside BC: (250) 491-3979
Fax: 1-866-405-9232

Outside BC: (250) 491-2285 7 6

www.cahpi.bc.ca




Again, on behalf of the trained and qualified home inspectors of CAHPI(BC) in 178 BC
communities, I thank you for your actions on behalf of high inspection standards.

We couldn’t have done it without you.

Sincerely,

Pl oK
Owen Dickie, RHI, Lake Country

National Certificate Holder
President, CAHPI(BC)

On behalf of:

Vice President Chris Stockdale, RHI, Richmond
Treasurer Craig Hostland, RHI, NCH, Kelowna
Secretary Dan Brown, RHI, NCH, Chilliwack

Past President Bill Sutherland, RHI, NCH, Kamloops
Director Doug Brown, RHI, NCH, Blind Bay

Director Stephen Andrews, RHI, NCH, Prince George
Director Donald Ruggles, RHI, Victoria

Attachments
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THE VANCOUVER SUN

ISSUES & IDEAS

t's been a long strange trip for

British Columbia’s trained and

qualified home inspectors and the

consumers who depend on them,
but last week the B.C. government
finally announced it will take action
to license B.C.’s home inspectors.

What will it mean for B.C. con-
sumers? Quite a lot, actually. But let’s
begin with what home inspectors
actually do, and how it took Victoria
seven years of procrastination, false
starts, and foolish positions before it
acted on behalf of consumers.

Home inspections began in the
early 1970s as a direct response to the
growing demand of homebuyers
wanting to learn about the condition
of a house before purchase. Since
then, more and more people — along
with an increasing number of lend-
ing institutions — have come to rely
on a home inspection, because more
information equals a more informed
purchase decision, which equals few-
er surprises.

A home inspection itself is a com-
prehensive visual examination of the
home’s overall structure, major sys-
tems, components, and property con-
ditions. A properly trained home

By OWEN DICKIE AND
BILL SUTHERLAND

inspector will review your house as a
system, looking at how one compo-
nent of the house might affect the
operability or lifespan of another.
Components that are not performing
properly are identified, as well as
items that are beyond their useful life
or are unsafe,

The idea, of course, is to minimize
the risk to your investment, because
no one wants to face serious unex-
pected costs shortly after a purchase.

It was back in 2002 that the Cana-
dian Association of Home and Prop-
erty Inspectors of British Columbia
— CAHPI(BC) — asked the B.C. gov-
ernment to take action to ensure the
highest standards for those seeking
to call themselves home and proper-
ty inspectors. Because in B.C., any-
one with a business card could call
themselves a home inspector.

At first, it was a lonely effort.

The B.C. government passed, say-
ing it was busy cutting red tape.
Then, under pressure, the govern-
ment announced that prospective

homebuyers in B.C. were covered by
the Trade Practices Act and the Con-
sumer Protection Act. But those Acts
merely provided recourse after a
purchase, not protection in advance
of it. They offered nothing to con-
sumers when they needed protection
the most — when they were making
the biggest spending decision of
their lives and were seeking expert
advice to aid them in making an
informed decision. There were all
kinds of excuses offered by the
provincial government for not acting,
and one by one, we exposed each
excuse as sillier than the one before
it. Progress was non-existent: In six
years, five ministers carried the file.

But then, we reached out to the
media for help. And to B.C.'s mayors
and courncils. And they stepped up
for consumers in ways we never
imagined.

The B.C. media launched exposes
on untrained and unqualified home
inspectors, The Vancouver Sun wrote
editorials demanding high standards,
and more than 50 mayors and coun-

rom across B.C. wrote the pre-
asking for high inspection stan-
S.

" TONY HARPESCNS
A thorough home inspection is recommended for everyone hefore buying a house, and requiring licences will help ensure inspectors are qualified.

B.C. sets the standard for Canada
by licencing home inspectors

It took the government a long time to act, but now buyers are better protected

Last week, under Solicitor-General
John van Dongen, the B.C. govern-
ment finally responded, announcing
that by March 3], all home inspectors
in B.C. must meet the required quali-
fications of CAHPI(BC), the Nation-
al Certification Program, or the
Association of Applied Science
Technologists. CAHPI(BC) members
have carried Errors and Omissions
and General Liability Insurance for
years, and now, all home inspectors
will have to do the same — if they
are going to be licensed in this
province.

With this single move, B.C.
becomes the provincial leader in
home and property inspection stan-
dards in this country. It took a long
time, but ultimately, with govern-
ment embracing our recommended
approach, B.C. consumers are the
real winners.

Owen Dickie is a registered home
inspector in Lake Country, and is pres-
ident of the Canadian Association of
Home and Property Inspectors of
British Columbia. Bill Sutherland,
also an RHI and is from Kamloops,
and is the past-president of
CAHPI(BC).




i Bﬁying a home” Can you tell if it was a grow-op? -

Some W_.é'rds of advice from the

Propérf‘YifIﬁ'speCtﬁ’fféfo BC

'~ Canadian Association of Home and

It used to be that a grow-op in a town or neighbourhood was used until it was "publicly
‘unmasked or the house was destroyed. Now, illegal grow operators take a quick crop from
a house, re-paint the interior to mask any obvious damage, then dump it on the market.

‘With anri'ncr'easing péfééntage of real estate available for sale in BC having previously been -
‘used as marijuana grow-op sites, CAHPI(BC) wants you to know some of the warning signs:-

» Holes or patches in the ceiling in unusual places, or a patch in the drywall close to
-electrical services. - e : = o

* Painted-over staple marks, or evidence of plastics stapled to walls or éeilings.

'7'1 ) Discéﬁﬁeéted toilet or dismahflea:'fumécé' flfééh_air and exhaust ducts.

+" Extraneous dtctwork, or a pile of unusedduct pipe.

These indicators do not mean a house must have been usedas a grow op, but they domean
you need to pay attention, and ask questions because buying a home represents the single
largest financial decision people are likely to make in their lives.

‘Consumers who seek professional and qualified advice to help make the decision to buy a
home deserve to know that the individual they hire is trained and qualified. With more than
200 home and property inspectors in 178 communities across the province, CAHPI(BC) is the

‘voice of home and property inspection industry in BC.

So if yQ'ui‘{hink a house ,Iihay have been used as a grow-op, don't take a chance, contact
people who can help you make an informed choice: '

" InBC, contact CAHPI(BC) toll-free at 1?800?610-5665 orlogonto
T e www.cahpi.bc.ca. S s

CAHPI(BC) standards Were-recogpized-On-]_ar'_\_'_uainSO“‘, 2009f when tlie Government of
British Columbia announced CAHPI(BC) was one of three organizations whose required
- qualifications must be met in order for a home inspector to be licensed in BC.

CAHPI(BC) — The voice of BC's home inspection industry |

R PP, S _ |
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601 - 4555 Kingsway
Burnaby BC V5H 4V8
Phone: 604-439-4738

BC Housing Web: warw behousing or

A .
;ﬁw JC'\ BC Housmg
/

February 6, 2009

Attention: Mayors and Councillors
Re: Make rent more affordable for families in your communities

We would like to partner with you to help us reach out to low-income, working families in your
community to help them better afford their rent. The Rental Assistance Program provides cash assistance
for eligible families renting in the private market. For families who have a total household income of
$35,000 or less, this assistance can make a significant difference in their ability to better afford rent, buy
food, medicine and other necessities.

To qualify for the program, families must have a gross household income of $35,000 or less, have at least
one dependent child, have lived in B.C. for the past 12 months and have spent part of last year or this year
working.

Many families could be helped through your assistance. Please help us spread the word about the
Rental Assistance Program to eligible families by:

¢ displaying free brochures, posters, and flyers on your bulletin boards and in public areas
¢ placing the information on your employee intranet, and in staff newsletters

¢ placing a link on your webpage to the Rental Assistance program website:
https://www.bchousing.org/programs/RAP

e encouraging eligible families to call and apply at 604-433-2218, or 1-800-257-7756 outside the
Lower Mainland

We appreciate your efforts to promote the Rental Assistance Program. If you have any suggestions for us
about how to get the information out to families in your area, please do not hesitate to email us at
communications@bchousing.org or to call us at 604-454-5443.

Sincerely,
f’iﬁ*p"‘ :

N FEB 06 2009
Alicia Brady e
Communications Officer ' COURP AT T
BC Housing TOWNSHIP UF !:bQU]MALT
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TO: Mayor and Council
Chair and Board

Mo~

FROM: UBCM Presidents Committee
DATE: February 6, 2009
RE: Opportunity to Advance Civics in School Cutriculum

At the December 2008 Presidents Committee meeting, members received
a delegation from Anne Marie Goodfellow of the Law Courts Education
Society of BC. She advised that the Society is assessing BC Social Studies
curriculum for grades 7 through 12 to make recommendations for |
revisions in order to promote active citizenship among students when ;
they graduate.

UBCM has always been an avid supporter of local government |
education. While previous efforts to promote greater public education |
about local government have met with limited success (ie. Local '
Government Awareness Program) we are encouraged the work that is
presently underway by the Law Courts Education Society of BC. As '
noted, the Society is conducting the BC Law and Citizenship Curriculum
Assessment Project in order to ensure that all students graduate from I
secondary school with the skills and knowledge necessary to be active
citizens, The project is funded by The Law Foundation and supported by
several BC government ministries. The following describes the initiative -
in further detail. '

Project Goal
To promote active citizenship by ensuring that upon secondary school
graduation students have a good understanding of Canadian legal
structures, processes of the justice system, their legal rights and

responsibilities, and an appreciation of the rule of law. :

What is active citizenship?

_Active citizenship is defined as ditizens who understand the structure

and operation of their political and justice systems, and actively .
participate in exercising their political, societal, and legal rights and |
responsibilities. '

Why is this project necessary?

In 2007 the Ministry of Education conducted a grade 8-12 Social Studies
Curriculum Needs Assessment and identified issues that need to be
addressed concerning law and especially citizenship in the current
curriculum,
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The assessment included interviews with social studies experts; a literature review of
current research in social studies education; reviews of curriculum in all 10 Canadian
provinces; and questionnaires for educators, students, parents, and other stakeholders
regarding curriculum content.

What are the issues?

The assessment found that:

"Fewer than a quarter (22%) of educators feel that students have ample opportunity in
required social studies courses to practice active citizenship, and many feel that the
curriculum does not adequately help students feel connected to Canadian politics or
develop the attitudes and abilities to be active participants in democratic society." (p4)

"Fewer than half of parents feel that adequate time and attention are devoted to .
developing students' citizenship skills or that students acquire a good grasp of how
government works in our country from the social studies grades 8 to 11 curticulum.”
p4)

What is the curriculum assessment project team doing? :
It has assembled an advisory committee comprised of members from: BC Ministry of
Education, BC Ministry of Attorney General, BC Ministry of Community Services,
BCTF, BC Social Studies Teachers” Association, BC Principals’ and Vice-Principals'
Association, Canadian Bar Association, Provincial Court of BC, BC Civil Liberties
Association, Local Government Leadership Academy, and the District of West :
Vancouver.

Local governments may provide feedback to the suggested enhancements at the project
website, www.becitizenship.ca. :

How can local governments support this work?
UBCM has indicated its support for this initiative (see attached letter) and individual

local governments are encouraged to look at the website and provide their input as
well, LGMA has also indicated its endorsement for the project.

As part of our support, UBCM has offered to develop a contact list of individuals within |
local governments that might be willing to act as a resource person for teachers who |
wish to have guest speakers on civics related topics, or take classes on field trips
involving local government activities, such as council or board meetings.

If your local government is interested in participating please email your contact person
to UBCM ¢/ o Marie Crawford at: mcrawford@civicnet.be.ca.

Thank you in advance for your support.

Att. (1)

910/40/ Civics notice.doc
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January 14, 2009

Rick Craig, Executive Director

Law Courts Education Society of BC
260-800 Smithe Street

Vancouver, BC V6Z 2C5

Dear Mr. Craig:
Re: BC Law and Citizenship Curticulum Assessment Project

We have had the opportunity to review materials regarding the BC
Law and Citizenship Curriculum Assessment Project that you are
currently conducting, and also had the project manager, Anne Marie
Goodfellow, give a brief presentation about the project to our UBCM
Presidents’ Committee.

The Union of BC Municipalities strongly supports the initiative you
are undertaking to recommend that the BC Ministry of Education
include more aspects of law and citizenship in the existing grades 7
through 12 Social Studies curriculum, We feel that it is important for
students to become actively engaged in their communities through
gaining a good understanding of the systems of law and governance in
British Columbia and Canada,

We would also be happy to provide you with contacts within our
organization that may be able to act as resource people for teachers
who wish to have guest speakers on civics related topics or take their
classes on fieldtrips involving municipal activities, for example council
meetings.

Thank you for your commitment to enhancing the BC Social Studies
curriculum in the areas of law and citizenship.

Sincerely,
@r’t/\/\ > M”\——

Robert Hobson
UBCM President
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Council/Board action
required by all local
governments eligible
for Small Community,
Regional District, and/
or Traffic Fine Revenue
Sharing Grants by
MARCH 13, 2009

he Province and UBCM
| have discussed a proposal

to restructure key local
government transfers to provide
Strategic Community Investment
Funds (SCI Funds) to eligible BC
local governments. Details of the
SCI Funds will be sent to all eligible
local governments by the Ministry
of Community Development, likely
within the next few days.

This Notice to Members is provided
in advance of those details in order
to let members know about the
nature of UBCM’s discussions with
the Province, to inform members

of UBCM Executive support of

the proposed SCI Funds, and to
underscore the urgency of local
government action in order to access
these funds.

The need for
restructured transfers
he Province and UBCM agreed
that faster, strategic spending
by BC communities can

help to stimulate local economies,
encourage growth, create local jobs

and help offset the effects of the
current economic downturn. Both
also agreed that one way to achieve
this objective would be to modify
the timing of key local government
transfers from the current annual
installment approach, in order to
provide greater certainty and earlier
access to funding. In addition, both
acknowledged that the Province

will be challenged over the coming
months to manage provincial spending
priorities within the context of the
current economic conditions and
competing interests.

Consequently, the Province discussed
with UBCM a proposal to deliver
funding to local governments earlier
than would be the case under the
existing small community, regional
district and traffic fine revenue sharing
grant programs. The proposal is a
temporary restructuring of these key
local government transfer payments as
SCI Funds aimed at stimulating growth
and providing greater certainty to
local governments.

Under the SCI Funds proposal, eligible
local governments would sign a SCl
Funds Agreement and commit to
develop a plan and publicly report on
SCI Funds. The proposal is subject to
the approval of the required funding
by the Legislative Assembly. The initial
payment is included in the 2008/09
Supplementary Estimates, tabled in
the Legislative Assembly last weelc. If
the Legislative Assembly approves the
Supplementary Estimates, the Ministry

Urgent Notice To Members
Re: Strategic Community Investment Funds

Please distribute to Chief Administrative Officer and Financial Officer

of Community Development will
implement the proposal.

UBCM Executive Support

BCM Executive considered
l lthe proposal and agreed

to endorse it. In doing
so, Executive considered both the
certainty that the proposal provides
with respect to transfer payments
and the requirement for local
governments to plan and report on
the funding, to sign an Agreement
for the funding, and to do'so in
extremely tight timeframes. While
Executive is not ordinarily supportive
of imposing requirements on
transfers that have previously been
unconditional, and acknowledges that
these requirements may be seen as
irritants by some local governments, it
felt it had few options but to agree to
the proposal. On balance, Executive
felt the certainty provided by the
proposal outweighed the additional
requirements, particularly given the
current economic and fiscal situation.

The Executive believes that the
current economic downturn presents
a real risk to local government
transfer programs, at least over the
short term. As a result, the Executive
supported the funding commitment
that the SCI Funds represents,
believing it to be in the best interests
of local governments, and then
worlked with the Province to ensure
the requirements were as streamlined
as possible.
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Proposed SCI Funds
payments

nder the SCl Funds proposal,
| ' eligible local governments

would receive three payments,
between March, 2009 and July, 2010,
which equal, in total, their allocations
under the small community, regional
district and traffic fine revenue
sharing programs for the 2009/10 and
2010/ 11 fiscal years, but with a higher
proportion of funds delivered to the
local government earlier than would
otherwise be the case.

To be clear, the SC| Funds do

not represent additional local
government funding. They are,
instead, a temporary restructuring
of key transfer payments aimed

at stimulating growth and

providing greater certainty to

local governments. The basis for
these grant payments and the

overall amount transferred to

local governments under the Local
Government Grants Act’s Regulation
will not change. The final year of the
Province’s four-year doubling of small
community grants will continue to be
implemented and will be included in
the SCI Funds package.

Requirements related to
the SCi Funds

Cl Funds will be delivered
Squickly, with only two strings

attached. Local governments
will need to “sign-up” for the funds,
by signing a SCI Funds Agreement
with the Province, and they will
need to agree to plan for the funds
and publicly report on their use and
the results achieved. The SCI Funds
Agreement will broadly state the
purpose of the funds (i.e., for local
government services; to defray the
cost of local police enforcement), and
will set out the planning and reporting
requirements.

UBCM has worked with the

Province in developing the SCI Funds
Agreement and in determining

how best to achieve our mutually
held interests in maintaining local
government autonomy and minimizing
the administrative burden associated
with the planning and reporting
requirements.

Local governments will need to
develop a plan that sets out the
intended uses and performance
targets for the SCI Funds. For
reporting, local governments will
need to publicly report on the

plan and progress made toward
achieving the performance targets.
The timing of the SCI report
coincides with legislated annual
reporting requirements. Therefore,
municipalities may choose to include
the SCI Funds reporting in their
annual report and regional districts
may choose to include the SCI Funds
reporting along with their annual
reporting on regional district finances.

Alternatively, local government could
prepare a separate SC| Funds plan and
report and present it publicly before
June 30 in 2010 and 201 1. A template
“SCI Funds Plan and Progress Report”
was jointly developed by UBCM and
the Province, and is attached for your
information. While local governments
are not required to use that template,
it was developed in order to provide
some guidance for what the report
could contain, and to facilitate a
streamlined process for reporting to
the public.

Signing a SCI Funds
Agreement

ubject to approval of the
SLegislative Assembly, the first SCI

Funds payment is expected to be
delivered before March 31,2009, to all

eligible local governments signing a SClI
Funds Agreement by March |3,2009.

Consequently, UBCM strongly
recommends that those local
governments currently eligible for
small community, regional district or
traffic fine revenue sharing grants
consider the SCI Funds Agreement at
their next Council or Board meeting
and, if Council/Board resolves to
enter into the Agreement, to ensure
that it is signed and delivered to the
Ministry of Community Development
prior to March 13,2009.

Given the extremely short time
frames to submit a signed SCI Funds
Agreement, UBCM encourages Chief
Administrative Officers for all eligible
local governments to place an agenda
item on their next Council or Board
agenda in anticipation of receipt of
applicable documentation from the
Ministry of Community Development.
If a Council or Board meeting is not
scheduled prior to March 13, please
give us a call to let us know the

date of the next scheduled meeting.
It may be possible for those local
governments to submit their signed
SCI Funds Agreement after the

March 13,2009 deadline date and still
received funding prior to March 31,
2009.

Contact information

Brenda Gibson,
General Manager,
Victoria Operations
UBCM

250 356-0862
bgibson@civicnet.bc.ca

Jennifer Richardson,
Policy Analyst, Infrastructure &
Finance Division

Ministry of Community
Development

250 356-9609
Jennifer.Richardson@gov.bc.ca
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Strategic Community Investment Funds Plan and Progress Report

t.

(1) SCI Funds received or antlclpated: Payments under the small community, regional
district and traffic fine revenue sharing portions of the Strategic Community Investment
Funds (5CI Funds) will be set out separately in the local government‘s SCI Funds Agreemen

Strategic Use Date Amount
Communlity
Investment
Funds .
SC grants local government services March 2009 |
July 2009
July 2010
RD grants local government services March 2009
July 2009 |
July 2010 !
TFRS grants Defray the cost of local police March 2009 |
enforcement July 2009 |
July 2010 |
|
|

(2)

SCI Funds intended use, performance targets and progress made:

Small Community or Regional District Portion of the SCI Funds

Intended Use

Parformance
Targets

Progress made in
first reporting
period
{by June 30, 2010)

Progress made in
second reporting
period
(by June 30, 2011)

State at least one intended
use for the srnall
community or regional
district portion of the SCI
Funds. If more than one
use has been identified,
each would be set out
separately (use additional
lines, if needed),

State at least
one 2
performance
target for each
intended use.

Describe how the
local government has
moved towards this
performance target
since the funds were
received,

Describe how the local
government has moved
towards this
performance target
since the last report.

Traffle Fine Revenue Sharing Portion of the SCI Funds

Intended Use

Performance
Targets

Progress made to
first reporting
perlod

(by June 30, 2010)

State at lease one intended
use for the traffic fine
revenue sharing portion of
the SCI Funds. If more
than one use has been
identified, each would be
set out separately (use
additional lines, if needed).

State at least
one
performance
target for each
intended use.

Describe how the
local government has
moved towards this
performance target
since the funds were
received.

Progress made in
second reporting
period

(by June 30, 2011)

Describe how the local
government has moved
towards this
perfarmance target
since the last report.

(3) Report Date!

First report must be by to June 30, 2010, and second report must be by to June 30, 2011. ,
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Tips for filling out the Strategic Community Investment Funds Plan and Progress Report

»  Use of this template to report on SCI Funds is not required. It is provided for convenience only, and loca
governments may choosé to report using the template, or using some other format.

s SCI Funds recelved or anticipated can be obtained directly from the SCI Agreement.

+  SCI Funds must be used for the purposes set out in the SCI Funds Agreement, which are: the small
community and regional district portlons must be used for local government services; and the traffic fine
revenue sharing portion must be used to defray the cost of local police enforcement. Intended uses may!be

[1:56AM UBCM

derived from the line items in financial plans, or may be stated more specifically.
+ The report must state one or more performance targets relating to each of the intended uses. These

performance targets should facilitate measuring or determining progress made with the Funds. '
*+  Progress reporting may be stated quite broadly, or more specifically, and the information that is presenteld

may be quantitative or qualitative. , ;
+ The following are some examples of intended uses, performance targets and progress information. i

Small Community or Regional District Portion of the SCI Funds

NO. 1781 P 4/4

|

Intended Use -

Performance Targets

Prograss made to first reporting period

(by Juna 30, 2010)

Progress made in second
reporting peripd

Use funding o
support
reglohal
district
adminlstration,
other than EA
administration.

100% of the RD SCI
Funds are used to support
RD administration over
the term of the SCI
Agreement.

60% of the RD SCI Funds received to
date were used to maintain RD
administration services levels at those
of previous years.

The remaining RD SCI funds were put
aside in a reserve account and will be
used for this purpose next year.

{by June 30, 2011)
100% of the SCI Funds
were used towards|

regional district |
administration services.

Use funding to

Minimize tax rate

Tax rates remained consistent with prior

Moderate tax rate |

support local increases. year. increases were nee]'ded
government due to general ecopomic
services to ¢ircurnstances, altj‘ough
avoid tax rate these were less th an
increases. would be needed without
SC SCI funds, !
Use funding to | © Hire consultant to o Consultant engaged in July, 2009, o Target met as pf last
support actions complete fleet Fleet emission strategy completed in report. r
to reduce emissions strategy by December, 2009.
corporate August, 2009. o Issued tender documents for furnace o Furnace installed
emissions. o Replace furnace in replacement in March, 2010. September, 20110.
municipal hall with a Energy consumjption
one that reduces since instailation is
energy cohsumption down 15% from
by 20%. previous year, '
Traffic Fine Revenue Sharing Portlon of the SCI Funds
Intended Use Performance Targets Progress made to first reporting perlod Progress made In fecnnd
{by June 30, 2010) reporting period
: (by June 30, 2011)
Use funding 100% of Funds are used to | o 30% of the TFRS SCI Funds received o 100% of the TFRS
to support suppott police enforcement were used towards the police SCI Funds were
police over the term of the SCI operating budget. directed to the|police
enforcement. | Agreement, o 30% of the TFRS SCI Funds were used operating budget,
towards purchase of 4 police cars. 70% for operations
o The remaining TFRS SCI Funds were and 30% for capital.
put aside in a reserve account for ;
: pollce operations next year, !
Use funding o 20 fewer household o Neighbourhood watch program o 15 fewer break-ins In
to reduce break-ins per year. instituted. neighbourhood watch
property o By December 2010, areas. i
crime. dellver a public o Workshop developed for use of o delivered 8 workshops
education program on community groups, between November,
crime proofing vehicles.
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MEMORANDUM

To:  All Financial Officers
From: UBCM
Date: February 25, 2009

Re:  Strategic Community Investment Funds

A number of local government Financial Officers have contacted us to ask
questions about the SCI Funds communication we sent yesterday. This will
serve to clarify a couple of points that have been raised during those conversions.

What happens if we choose not to sign a SCI Funds Agreement? Will we still
receive our small community, regional district and traffic fine revenue sharing
grants?

The funding for the first of the three SCI Funds payments is now included in the
Province’s 2008/09 Budget and the funding for the next two payments are
included in Province’s 2009/10 and 2010/11 Budgets.

The only way to access these funds is to sign an SCI Agreement and the reason
there is urgency in signing the SCI Funds Agreement is that funding set aside in
this year’s budget must be delivered by the Province prior to March 31, 2009.

This year’s funding cannot be carried over to the next fiscal year, and therefore
will not be available to pay small community, regional district or traffic fine
revenue sharing grants for those local governments not wanting to participate in
the SCI Funds program.

Therefore, in order to receive grant funding under these programs, local
governments must sign a SCI Funds Agreement.

What happens after the last payment of the SCI Funds? Will there be further
payments in relation to small community, regional district and traffic fine
‘revenue sharing programs?

The third year of the Province’s Fiscal Plan (i.e., 2011/12) tabled in the
Legislature last week includes funding for small community, regional district
and traffic fine revenue sharing programs. Consequently, UBCM fully expects
that payments under these programs would resume for the 2011/12 and future
fiscal years.
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